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forgiveness. Les Burgraves, on the other hand, written
In 1843, was deser\*edly a failure. It contains all the
worst qualities of Romantic drama. There Is a fantastic
episode of Barbarossa returning from the grave to rebuke
his degenerate descendants. There Is a young man
bound by an oath to kill his host, who turns out to be his
long-lost father, and the whole play contains coincidences
and forced situations, staged so as to bring about an
effective contrast of good and evil. Hugo's plays suffer
greatly from this defect. His characters give little
impression of reality. They are made according to a
definite formula. Hernani has the clothes of a bandit
but the soul of a hero, Tribouiet unites the deformed
body of a jester with the heart of a devoted father.
Marion Delorme has a pure soul in a prostitue's body
and Lucrezia Borgia is a monster of immorality sanctified
by maternal love. It Is impossible to believe in these
contrasts, especially when the action itself owes its
development to such artificial devices as disguises,
misunderstandings and unexpected recognitions. These
are the ingredients of melodrama and Hugo, a poser,
wholly lacking in a sense of humour and in the power
of self-criticism, had neither the detachment of the
objective dramatist nor the power to give reality to the
creations of his imagination. But he was a great poet
and he brought a gust of much needed fresh air Into
the chill and fusty atmosphere of the Comedie Franfaise.
Alfred de Vigny (1797-1863) began, as a dramatist,
with translations of Shakespeare and his original plays
number only two. The first, La Mdrechak d'Ancre^
dealt with events in the reign of Louis XIII and showed
the struggle for supremacy between rival factions.
The plot was exceedingly involved and the action
hindered by the introduction of a number of minor
characters. But the second play, Chatierton^ was very
different. There was practically no external action and no
trace of the exaggerated characters and monstrous deeds